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FOREST AIMS TO CULTIVATE
KIDS’ INTEREST IN NATURE

By Deborah Manog

dmanog@staradvertiser.com

Standing beside a large bed of soil sparsely covered with
sprouting Polynesian-introduced greenery including
breadfruit and sweet potato, landscape architect Leland
Miyano led a tour of the first completed section of the Chil-
dren’s Discovery Forest within the Honolulu Zoo on Feb. 7.

“In my lifetime I've seen a lot of extinction, and this is
what drives me to get involved in a project like this,” Mi-
yano said, calling attention to a shell lei draped around his
neck that was created from Tahitian land snails. The now-
extinct snails were common in the 1970s until an invasive

land snail was introduced to the islands and ate the native : : :
snails, he said. DENNIS ODA / DODA@STARADVERTISER.COM

The first phase of the Children’s Discovery Forest, dedi-
R L T cated Feb. 7, showcases Polynesian-introduced greenery.
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