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Most of the nation

NATIONWIDE FLU
Influenza activity
reported nationwide
for the week ending
Dec. 27:

States reported
widespread outbreak

States and Puerto
6 Ri
co reported
regional outbreaks

1 State (Hawaii)
reported sporadic
activity

No activity was

reported in the D.C.
area, Guam and the
Virgin Islands.

has “widespread”flu

cases while Hawaii
FLU IN HAWAII has. o_nly “sporqdic ”
Influenza activity activity, but residents
tracking started are warned o stay

Oct. 4. Here are
the reported

numbers through .
Dec. 20: "

8,212

Lab specimens
tested for influen-
za viruses

Source: State Department of Health; CDC

e

Total specimens
tested positive
for influenza
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NOTHING ‘RAW’ SOLAR PANEL DONATING BLOOD?
ABOUT DESIGNER'S PERMITS DROPPED THERE WILL BE A
NEW COLLECTION 50% LAST YEAR NEW PLACE TO GIVE
Beverly Horton blends ~ Only 6,554 were Blood Bank of Hawaii
her love of textures issued in 2014 is moving its main

and resort style for
show next week >> D1

compared to 13,303
in 2013 >> B5

center from Kalihi
to McCully >> Bl

on their guard

By Deborah Manog

dmanog@staradvertiser.com

s influenza viruses

sweep much of the

nation, with 43

states now contend-

ing with “wide-

spread” cases,
Hawaii is the sole state re-
porting only “sporadic” flu
activity.

Even so, health officials in
the isles are bracing for a
possible surge before flu
season wraps up this spring.

Deputy state epidemiolo-
gist Dr. Melissa Viray said
historically, the number of
flu cases in Hawaii tends to
spike about a month after
cases peak on the mainland,
and that peak varies from
year to year.

“We tend to have a delay,
and should take that as an
advanced warning,” Viray
said. “Based on what we're
seeing on the mainland, we
want to make sure our pop-
ulation is protected.”

According to the Centers
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention’s latest FluView re-
port, during the week that
ended Dec. 27, six states re-
ported “regional” flu activ-
ity. One week earlier,
California also had been in
the “sporadic” category, and
Alaska and Oregon experi-
enced “local” flu outbreaks.
Now all three states have
been upgraded to “regional”
flu activity, along with Ari-
zona, Maine and Nevada.

Every other state is grap-
pling with “widespread”

Please see FLU, A6
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